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Chelsea Piers Expands, Staying Close to Home

By SANA SIWOLOP

STAMPORD, Conn. — When
(helsen Piers, the sports empon-
um on the Mankattan waterfrom,
began keoking more than a dec:
ade apo lor & location where i
could expand, the hunt ceslerad
on major onties like Boston, Phila-
defphéa, San  Francisco  and
Wiaskangion

But in the end, Chelsea Piers
sedthed on a sie far closer 1o
home: earfy last momth the com-
pany started construction on a
400,000-square-foot.  facilsty  in
Starmbord, 1t will sig inside whas is
currently ane of the largess in-
dustrial re-use sites in the area, a
I3-acre office and manufactaring
complex thal esco belonged 1o
the hair products company Clal-
rol.

Chelsea Piors execstives first
smiw — and lster bid — on (e
propenty in 2008, David A. Tewks-
bury, & company co-lounder, said
they quickly realized B offered
everything they had been umabie
1o find elsewhere: a large, well-
maisinined property that wns
mear & msajoc highwy exit (Exin 9
on Interstate %), and als0 n an
area where the demand for
#ports complexes far excended
what was available.

“We were mmmediabely taken
with i1,” smd Mr, Tewksbury, who
B now alse the president of Chel
sea Piers Connecticut. ~Fairfleld
County is very densely populal-
o, and s wildly enthusiastic for
Epora”

The company's 12 milllon-
square-foot site on (ke Hudson
Raver, which it opened in 1995, a)-
ready attracts about boar million
visicees o year. Chelsea Piers
hapes 1o draw visiors from o 20-
mile radius arousd Swamiord, a
city of 122,000 in Fairfield County,
which has n popalation of nearly
900,000, Wesichester County,
with about ome million peope, &
about 15 nades to the wesL

Over all, the comples has

connected 10 & Two-slory besld-
ng. It was Clairol's world hesd-
quariers for more than 40 years,
and afier the company was ac-
quired by Procter & Gambile in
2001, it also served as Clairol's
main manufacturimg pant for its
hair coloring prodacts.
in 2008, Procter & Gansble an-
nounced plans to put ies Stamford
operations cisewhere. And kst
year, Clairol finally ledl, moving
is manufaclureng operaties (o
vanows ates o the Unsted States
and Mexico, and ks administra-
tive offices 10 Procter & Gamble's
headquarters i Cincnnallk
Still, when the property fimally
changed hands, in March 2010, it
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From left. David Tewksbury, of Chelsea Piers: Clayton H. Fowler, of Spinnaker Real Estate Part-
ners; and Steven M. Wise of Steven Wise Associates in what will be the new sports center,

went 10 another buyer, A par-
nership made up of affiliates of
Spinnaker Renl Estate Partners,
in South Norwalk, Coan.; Steven
Wise Associes, a Stamdord-
hased real esiabe mvestnvent and
deveiopment ; and the
Coanecticut Film Cemter, wiach is
#lso bhased in Suemford. Together,
e piriners padd SI17.5 el in
cash for the propenty, after an
varber bad fell theough for lack of
fimamcing. said Clhaytom H. Fow-
ler, the founding partner and
chae! exoowtive of Spinmaker,
which has a history of remaking
oider indusarial, s well as urham,
properties in (he ance

Chelsea Plers will be an anchor
tenant at the old Clairol sse,
spending approcimately $43 mil-
lion on renovations. On the
ground Moor of the single-siory
building that once served as &
warehouse for Clagrod, the compa-
ny i plansing 10 build 1we Na-
pomal Mockey League-site e
skating rnics and its [irst squash
center, s well as an Olympic-sire

square-fool mezzanine Noor will
sl abowve, offering space bor
events amd am area 10 wach ac-
tivitbes helow.

Plass call for adding a secomnd
Peor 10 what ks now the rool of
the old warehouse ., On

ﬂnloputwlmmbuim
that will together house the com-
pany’s first tennis courts (seven
in all), basketball courts, volley-

ball courts amsd n
foot playteg fheld that can be easi-
Iy divided into four smaller fields
fer sports like football, soccer, La-
crosse, baseball and field bockey.
H'l' sabd the new
playing ficlds would be almaost
l.hmulluuhtpumetm

mow also has a 156,000-square-
foot healih cluly, Ban i Conmects-

The new location is
Clairol’s old complex
in Stamford, Conn.

cut the cempany wants lo om-

driving lor 30 (o 45 minses to

places like Shehon and beyond to
£ ice time, and school teams are

was made up of bull@ngs mo
more than 30,000 sguare feet in
size, so the site might appeal 1o
tenants ke data cemiers. Buf an-
other goal is to possibly attract
tenants like sports medicine phy-

siciams, physical therapists and a
nwﬂﬁcnwnaﬂhcluh;bnm
#Me an isdoor sports mall thmt
would essesntially offer sports en-

ability to have muliiple enires,
this site can have mulkiple per
sonalitkes, or users who are com-
plementary 10 car another, or
even & combisation of both,” said
Stephen M, Wise, who heads the
real estate company wiose a7l
fte is an imvestor in the project,

The Comnecticut Film Center is
already planning 10 tnke on space
il thi se.

Kevim Segalla, the center’s
foumder and president. saad that

mnvies and 1clevision shows pro-
daced in the stase, his cemter has
spen the Last five years elther no-
qaring or beasisg 340000 square
feet of production asd offee
space im both Stamfoed and South
Norwalic. Plass mow call for of-
fermg am additional 81,000 square
feet of production space, with ot
least a few more soundstages, on
the second Moor of the bullding
meat o Chelsea Plers.

*Framkly there is a shoctage of
space like this in the Samfeord
area, a shortage of warehouse
space that can be casily comer-
od to production facilities,” e
sald-*Right now, we could easily
ndd three new soundstages.”




